[Pre-operative chemotherapy in non-small cell lung cancer].
Pre-operative chemotherapy for non-small cell bronchial carcinoma (NSCLC) has the twin objectives of destruction of micrometastases and increased resectabilty of the primary tumour. The trials of Rosell and Roth showed weak benefits in favour of the combination. In the French trial overall survival was no different for the whole group but was improved in early stage disease. Preliminary results of the SWOG trial show a non-significant difference in 2 year survival of 6%. The EORTC 08941 trial showed no difference between surgery and radiotherapy following induction chemotherapy in non-resectable stage IIIAN2 NSCLC. The INT-0139 trial compared surgery following induction chemo-radiotherapy with chemo-radiotherapy alone. There was no difference between the two strategies but analysis of sub-groups suggested that some groups might benefit from the triple combination. Two further trials await publication. The small number of patients in each trial suggests that a meta-analysis will be necessary to reach a definite conclusion. The combination of surgery and chemotherapy is becoming standard in stage II disease. Only the timing, pre- or post-operative, remains controversial. At present, of the original objectives, only the destruction of micro-metastases has been confirmed.